NATURAL  VERSUS   SUPERNATURAL

shadowed the world for fifteen hundred years or
more, and begat some of the darkest crimes the his-
tory of man lias to show, is as far from his spirit
and that of his disciples as the cast is from the
west.

Undoubtedly, religion knows certain things in a
more intimate and personal way than science does;
so does poetry, so does literature; and science can
understand how this is so. What we receive through
the emotions is more vital and |>ersona! to us than
what readies us through the wason. The person
in whoso mind has l>een awakened a deep love of
Jesus, comes to know Jesus in a way the mere out-
side observer does not; his spirit takes hold of the
Christ idea, and is filled and modified by it to an
extent the other is not. An emotional process is
more potent than a rational process. The know-
lodge thus gained is no more truly knowledge, but it
is more vital knowledge. It is not merely convic-
tion; it is iitlntdion and affiliation as well. But this
is true not of Jesus merdy; it is true of the whole
range of pur exjxwnw* If the flower or the bird
or the tree awaken no emotion in the observer, will
he ever come truly to know it ? Unless we love an
author* can we ever get at his deepest and most
previous moaning? IIon<*e (Jodlie said* ** We learn
to knew nothing but what wo love," In this light,
.science woes that the love of Josus* or of God, may
transform a man1*) life, not by any peculiar and
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